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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — TOPPING-OUT CEREMONY 

395. Ms E. EVANGEL to the Minister for Health: 
Before I ask my question, I take this opportunity to acknowledge in the Speaker’s gallery the principal, deputy 
principal and students of Kyilla Primary School in my electorate of Perth. 

I believe the minister attended a traditional topping-out ceremony at Perth Children’s Hospital today to celebrate 
the final concrete pour. Can he please update the house on the progress of this important public health 
infrastructure? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I will get in before the member for Girrawheen starts reading my press release! I thank the member for the question. 
Yes, today we did have the topping-out ceremony at the new Perth Children’s Hospital. For those who do not 
know, a topping-out ceremony is held when the top floor has been completed, and a tree is taken to the top floor. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We had a tuart tree, not a money tree, member for Victoria Park, that the crane named Magnus 
lifted, nearly dropped on my head and set down for us to do the official topping-out ceremony. We are happy that 
this $1.2 billion hospital is about 50 per cent bigger in size than Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, the 
emergency department is double the size of the current one, and there are an additional 48 beds over the number 
at the current hospital. It is a magnificent place. Something like 138 000 cubic metres of concrete has been poured 
and something like four million work hours have been put in to get to this stage. It is about 65 per cent complete. 

Mr R.H. Cook: Is it a family-friendly design? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It is a very family-friendly design, as the member will see when he drives past and sees all the 
M&M’s painted on the outside. If that is not family friendly, I do not know what is. It is a magnificent building. It 
is exceptionally impressive. We are very much looking forward to the completion of the hospital, which will be 
delivered on time and on budget. It is due for opening at the end of 2015. 
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